
 

 

THE CHARTER OF THE ALLIANCE OF AGE 

SECTOR NGOS –LIVING WITH COVID -19 
The Alliance of Age Sector NGOs is a collaboration of eight 
leading Non-Government Organisations working together 
to address the key issues facing older people. The members 
of the Alliance are Active Retirement Ireland, Age Action, 
Age & Opportunity, ALONE, The Alzheimer Society of 
Ireland, The Irish Senior Citizens Parliament, Third Age 
and the Irish Hospice Foundation.  
 

Background & Context 
 
The Alliance has consistently called for a coherent whole-of-government approach to influence policy 
for better delivery of services and supports for all as we age.  Older people want to age in place - 
meaning the choice to remain in their own homes and in communities as long and independently as 
possible. To achieve this - older people need adequate income support as they age, suitable housing, 
public transport and wider services, opportunities to engage in decent employment and community 
activities, and access to appropriate health and social services, including long-term care if needed.  
Older people have the right to be respected and consulted, and their needs met, regardless of age, 
income or address. 
 
Conversely, lack of policies in these areas can condemn many older people to a life of exclusion, poor 
health and poverty. There is also a huge lost opportunity.  Older people make a significant economic and 
social contribution to families, communities and society as a whole. Depriving them of the opportunity 
to contribute means that we all lose out.  Increased respect for older people will improve relationships 
between different generations and make societies more cohesive. While strategies are agreed by 
governments, support cannot be built without the backing and advocacy of older people. Civil society 
organisations play a key role in making this happen and in holding governments to account.  As an 
Alliance, we will continue to advocate for an Ireland where the commitments and principles enshrined 
in the National Positive Ageing Strategy and other relevant policies and strategies are recognised and 
implemented. 
 

Covid-19 
 
COVID has brought immense challenges to society as a whole. It has also highlighted how we view and 
engage with older people.   The crisis has demonstrated that we not yet have an age friendly society. 
The Government response to Covid may have inadvertently increased a prevalent ageism, and older 
people have borne the brunt of COVID-19 – in language, in isolation and in death rates.  Their 
treatment in COVID-19 has identified the gap that exists in recognising older rights.   
 
Today as we learn to live with a constant COVID threat, there is an opportunity to develop a more age 
friendly future response.  The experiences of older people during COVID-19 must shape our future 
responses.   
 
We believe that responding to the challenges and opportunities of both COVID-19 and population 
ageing requires a cultural shift in the way we imagine ageing and in the way we plan and implement 
policies and services, for citizens of all ages.  We are calling on the next Government to invest in the 



services that we will increasingly rely on as we age: health, social care supports, pensions and housing 
and community infrastructure.  
 
As an Alliance - for all of us as we age, and in response to Covid-19 - we call for:  
 
1. A whole-of-Government approach to policymaking for our changing and ageing population within 
the next government programme:  

o A dedicated Commissioner for Ageing to provide independent advice to Government, 
with statutory authority to review the adequacy of policy, legislation and services 
affecting older people, undertake best practice research,  and champion the future 
proofing of policy, legislation and practice to support responsive policy planning 

o A Minister with responsibility for older people with Cross-departmental working 
structures to respond to the needs of our ageing demographic, aim to keep people 
connected to their communities and promote participation and wellbeing.  

o A framework to guide policy decision making relating to older people which reflects current 
challenges but build on previous commitments.  

o  

2. Empowerment of older people to be part of solutions to problems affecting their lives.  This will 

see dedicated resources towards consultation and engagement with older people on government 

planning and decision making, in the next phase of COVID-19 response.   

3. Dedicated resources to achieving equity of access to fair income, infrastructure, health and social 

care services. In the immediate term, this allows for:  

                          Adequate homecare to enable older people age in place of choice 

                          Proper healthcare planning in response to future outbreaks of COVID, to end the crisis 

in hospital emergency departments where vulnerable older people may be left without dignity and 

adequate care  

o A commitment to progress the Assisted Decision Making Capacity Act, in particular 
the commitment to support Advanced Health Care Decision making for end of life. 

- And in the longer term for; 
o A fair and decent income for all 
o Support to the community and voluntary sector who provide vital supports at 

community level 
o Transport that is connected 
o Housing that allows ageing in place 
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